INTRODUCTION
In my own opinion, we must fix Pattanathu Pillai's time somewhere in the latter part of the eighth century or the earlier part of the ninth century. Anyhow not later than the ninth century.
According to Pattanathu Pillai. religion is active devotion to God, Shiva, Who is the living embodiment of All-Truth, Righteousness and Love. This active devotion to God must manifest itself in our daily life.- in all its aspects. Religious devotion which busies itself merely in humanitarain activities is superficial, unenduring and momentary emotion. Religious devotion which ends in purely passive contemplation is barren, empty and individualistic. True religion is the golden chain that connects God and man. True religion links (he practical aspect. True religion binds the selfless sen-ant of God in man to the unselfish and disinterested servant of humanity in mnn. True religion helps n bhnkta to ascend the heights of meditation that he may lose himself in his Shiva who is the Fountain of all creative life, strength and wisdom. It also brings him back to the busy world of toil and tnimoil that he may have the privilege of descend- ing to the lowest depths to proclaim the imperish- able beauty and unending goodness of Shri Nataraja; that he may find out those places where God's children are made to undergo unendurable hardships, and announce in clear and simple language the gospel of God's love and freedom. Those who believe in the imperishable beauty and unending goodness of Shri Nataraja must be active devotees of the Lord.
But in the name of active devotion to the Lord so many things
are being done to-day, as they  were being done in the poet's own
day. which have very little or nothing to do with God and man. I
know in my own country many men who pile up huge buildings
in the name of God without possessing one little mustard grain of
devotion  for Him.    I  know men who are busy erecting  charitable
institutions in the name of man without any real love or*sympathy
for him. Hundreds of things are being done in the name of God and
man, to whom these charitable people are utter strangers. In temples
and charitable institutions where the gold gods and silver gods are
merry with their richly clad and well-fed caste devotees, the Lord
God who is the One Common Parent of all human beings, and His
millions of-caste-less children, are kept out in the very name of God,
and of man with his books, traditions, priests, orthodoxy and other
pious things. Our saint. Pattanathu PillaL knew all the many tricks
of   the  rich  and  mighty.  He belonged to the family  of a rich
industrial magnate.     At one  time   he    himself was a successful